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SUBJECT: FUTURE STATUS OF NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

REF: STATE 42860 

UN MEMBERSHIP GENERALLY ASSUMES US WILL FOLLOW PATTERN 
SET BY OTHER ADMINISTERING AUTHORITIES IN ULTIMATELY SEEKING 
UN APPROVAL OF TERMINATION OF TRUSTEESHIP AGREEMENT. 

(IN US CASE, OF COURSE, SECURITY COUNCIL RATHER THAN UNGA 
WOULD BE INVOLVED). THEREFORE, IN ORDER TO AVOID MISUNDERST- 
ANDINGS ON PART OF AUSTRALIANS, AND JAPANESE AND OTHERS WITH WHOM 
US REPS WILL BE DISCUSSING MARIANAS CONVENANT IN COMING WEEKS, 

WE RECOMMEND THAT RAHTER THAN SAYING USG PLANNING TO TERMINATE 
TRUSTEESHIP FOR ALL DISTRICTS BY 1981 (LAST SENTENCE PARA 1 
REFTEL), US REPS INSTEAD SAY THAT USG PLANNING EVENTUALLY TO SEEK 
AGREEMENT OF UN SECURITY COUNCIL TO TERMINATION OF THE 
TRUSTEESHIP AGREEMENT. 
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